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Always Needing Grace 


S. S. Lesson and Youth Program for Marc 
Circle Bible Study for April 


When we are forgiven and regenerated we do not lay aside the 
old nature with its constantly sinful concupiscence. The failure of Job 
with all his patience to submit to God’s will without being able to 
control his passions, and the half-victory of Jacob, lamed because of 
his infirmity in the very hour of his victory, are examples which John 
Calvin took to be typical of the failure of the best of God’s saints in 
living the Christian life. The fact that Jesus washed the feet of His 
disciples is a sign that because of the mere fact that we are living 
in this present sinful world we are bound to be involved constantly 
in its sin and therefore “Christ always finds in us something to cleanse.” 


—Ronald S. Wallace 
CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE, Eerdmans. 
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In view of the attention which beat- 
niks have been getting in these col- 
umns (reprints of “Theological Beat- 
niks” from the Jan. 13th issue are 
available) we thought you would be 
interested in the following announce- 
ment signed by a certain Senior Youth 
Fellowship: “Like, man, you are in- 
vited to a real neat drag at pad No. 
2203 Parrott. Swing over about 7:30 
the twenty-third of January for a 
real gone evening. Wear your most 
beat clothes and bring your own feath- 
er, (pillow), beat drums, expressive 
poetry and neat records. After a 
scavenger, you know, hunt we’ll back 
to the pad for fried grasshoppers, im- 
ported tea and boiled beetles. Man, 
don’t miss this!” 


That, so help us, is what it said. 





An Alabama minister wrote indi- 
vidual letters to his congregation last 
week. We cannot quote the entire let- 
ter, but here is a paragraph: “... The 
Journal is a radical publication of a 
schismatic group, whose purpose is to 
create the spirit of divisiveness in the 
Church, and I cannot personally recom- 
mend it to any member of this 
Church.” We hope that those who do 
not share this opinion will continue 
to pray for us and for that 
minister. 





You, the readers of the Journal, 
can help us save money. Whenever 
you have any sort of change of ad- 
dress, please report same promptly to 
the business office. The Post Office 
now charges 5c for each change that 
it reports back to us which, in view 
of our greatly increased circulation, 
has begun to run into money. 





Carroll Converse of Alexandria, La., 
sent us this definition of Faith. We 
like it: “Faith is the bird that feels 
the light and sings when the dawn 
is still dark.” Rabindranth Tagore. 
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BRAZIL — A man walked into the 
study of a local pastor, announced 
that he wanted to accept the Lord 
Jesus. He held in his hand a single 
page from one of the Gospels which 
he had found lying beside the rail- 
road tracks. Evidently the Gospel had 
been handed to a train passenger who 
had torn it up and thrown it away. A 
single leaf from God’s Word had 
found its way into a man’s hand, lead- 
ing to his conversion! 


-Mrs. George W. Taylor 





CONGO (more about the unrest)— 
The conflicts here have been mainly 
verbal between the few members of 
the contending Luluas and Balubas 
who live in our midst. Each time the 
tension has risen, the combined ef- 
forts of the churches’ Sessions, work- 
ing with the notables of the villages, 
have quelled the pending storm and 
restored outward calm. News came 
that the lives of 3 of our faithful 
Balubas were baing threatened; the 
notables of the village pledged pro- 
tection. Students in our evangelistic 
school seemed to be taking sides and 
inviting trouble; the leaders of the 
church and village united to keep this 
contention in check. Word came that 
poisoned wooden spears were being 
fashioned in a nearby village to mur- 
der members of the opposite tribe. 
We promptly reported that to the 
State and arrests were made. These 
incidents, plus an influx of refugees 
from warring tribes along with eyewit- 
ness descriptions of horrible atrocities 
to known Christians have multiplied 
the fear, distrust and _ restlessness 
among us. But we are grateful for a 
remarkable degree of peace and calm 
in these troubled times. 


—Bulape Station letter 





Senate, House Prayer 
Groups Elect Presidents 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Sen. John C. Stennis (D.-Miss.) has 
been elected president of the Senate 
prayer breakfast group on Capitol 
Hill this session and Rep. Paul C. 
Jones (D.-Mo.) has been elected pres- 
ident of the similar group which meets 
in the House. 


Mr. Stennis is an elder in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., while Mr. Jones 
is a prominent layman in the Disciples 
of Christ. 


(Somehow it makes Americans feel 
better to know that there are prayer 
groups meeting on Capitol hill—Ed). 





Korea Church Re-unified 


The following cable was received 
Feb. 20 from Dr. L. Nelson Bell who 
returned to Korea for a series of pre- 
Assembly devotional and inspirational 
meetings, as the Korean Church sought 
to mend the division in its body. 


GREAT SUCCESS. 
CONCLUDING VERSES BY THE 
MODERATOR, PSALM  116:12-19. 
ALREADY 230 STUDENTS RE- 
TURNED TO SEMINARY. MORE 
COMING. HONAN AREA PROB- 
LEMS GREATEST, BUT MISSION- 
ARIES UNITED. GOD HAS GIVEN 
GREAT VICTORY. 


ASSEMBLY 





Bell Receives 4th 
Foundation Award 


For the fourth time, Associate Edi- 
tor Dr. L. Nelson Bell has been award- 
ed a Valley Forge National Freedom 
Foundation Award. The message, 
notifying him of the award, said that 
the George Washington Honor Medal 
to be given is for “an outstanding 
achievement to bring about a better 
understanding of the American Way 
of Life during 1959.” The judges se- 
lected for the award Dr. Bell’s reg- 
ular feature, “A Layman And His 


Faith” in CHRISTIANITY TODAY. 
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Sabbath Observance 
In The News 


(Compiled from RNS releases) 


Just in case anyone should think 
that traditional standards of Sabbath 
Observance are going by default in 
this increasingly secular age, news 
items from across America indicate 
that a strong swing is evident back to- 
ward the due and proper observance 
of Sunday as a day of rest. 


In a half dozen states the constitu- 
tionality of Sunday closing laws have 
recently been challenged and upheld. 
In Pennsylvania, Jewish merchants 
brought suit against laws requiring 
business establishments to close on 
Sundays. They lost the suit. An 
amendment strengthening the Penn- 
sylvania laws, passed in the very last 
legislature. The U. S. Supreme Court 
has upheld the conviction of a chain 
store in Harrison, Penna., for selling 
on Sunday. 


New Jersey voted a ban on Sunday 
sales which was approved by 12 of the 
state’s 21 counties on November 3, 
1959. Immediately challenged by per- 
sons claiming an infringement of re- 
ligious liberty, the New Jersey law 
was upheld by a 3-judge federal court. 


In Fairfax, Virginia, a shopping 
center was fined $20,500 in January 
for violating the state’s Sunday clos- 
ing law. The total was based on $500 
for each Sunday the center remained 
open since last April when enforce- 
ment action was first taken in the 
matter. 


A South Carolina judge has ruled 
that the state’s 244-year-old “Blue 
Laws” may legally be used to prohibit 
the showing of motion pictures on 
Sunday as well as Sunday retail sales. 


In Ohio, law enforcement agencies 
moved against Sunday violators despite 
strong opposition by members of the 
Ohio Independent Merchants Associa- 
tion. 


In North Carolina, at least one 
municipality, Greensboro, has been up 
in arms over Sunday sales by retailers. 
The city’s “Blue Laws” were repealed 





in a November referendum, but an 
organized boycott forced at least one 
chain to close again after opening ex- 
perimentally. 


Inevitably, some organizations, even 
religious, have failed to see any merit 
in efforts to promote Sabbath Ob- 
servance. The Philadelphia Presby- 
tery of the UPUSA Church has been 
engaged in controversy over the issue 
for nearly a year. Last fall a resolu- 
tion introduced by the Presbytery’s 
Social Action committee sharply at- 
tacking Pennsylvania’s Sunday Laws 
was tabled after a lengthy session. 
Brought up again in January, the at- 
tempt to put the Presbytery on record 
as favoring more liberal Sunday laws 
was defeated by a narrow margin. Sup- 
porters of the move said that it would 
be brought up again. 





German Bible Societies 
Show Gains 


BERLIN — (RNS) — Production 
of Bibles and Scripture portions in 
Germany increased from 170,250 
copies in 1945 to 1,372,791 in 1958, 
according to the latest annual report 
of the Association of Evangelical Bi- 
ble Societies in Germany. 


There are 35 Bible societies in Ger- 
many, 24 of them in West Germany. 
All are of Evangelical persuasion. 
Only four, however, are engaged in 
the actual production of the Scrip- 
tures. They are in East Berlin, Al- 
tenburg, Stuttgart and Witten. 





A New Kind Of 
“Evangelism” 


DR. JONES ‘BLASTS GRAHAM’ 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., has been con- 
ducting an “evangelistic” campaign 
in the Far East. Here is an account 
of this new “evangelism’’:—(Ed.) 


MANILA — Far East News Service, 
which has its International Headquar- 
ters here, reports that Dr. Bob Jones, 
Sr. “blasted Evangelist Billy Graham” 
in a two-hour speech in First Baptist 
Church. The “packed house” audience 
who heard Dr. Jones included mission- 
aries, national workers, members of 
the Bob Jones Alumni Association lab- 
oring in the Philippines, and members 
of the host church. 


Climaxing his message, FENS re- 


ports, Dr. Jones drew a contrast be- 
tween the ministry of Christ and Gra- 
ham. He said, “Christ placed first 
importance upon the unglamorous and 
individuals, but Billy Graham delights 
in crowds and uses crowd psychology 
in drawing people to the altar.” He 
challenged the audience not to rally 
behind preachers like Graham and 
Pierce of World Vision. 





Temperance Group Urges 
“Grass Roots” 
Election Action 


WASHINGTON, D. C. —(RNS) — 
More than 20 religious and temperance 
agencies composing the National Tem- 
perance and Prohibition Council is- 
sued a call here for churchmen to 
take “effective political action at the 
grass roots” in connection with the 
1960 elections. 


A resolution adopted at the coun- 
cil’s annual meeting urged that “voters 
ask all candidates for public office 
having to do with the enactment and 
enforcement of liquor laws from the 
smallest political unit to that of candi- 
dates for President of the United 
States and for both Houses of Con- 
gress to make plain their views on 
proposed temperance legislation.” 


“Furthermore,” said the Council, 
“we urge support at the polls for 
those candidates who possess high per- 
sonal integrity and strong moral con- 
victions.” 


The council, in other actions, com- 
mended the Federal Trade Commission 
and the Treasury Department’s Alco- 
hol Tax Unit for “timely action in 
banning the ‘Good For You’ advertis- 


ing of the U. S. Brewers Foundation 
last fall.” 


It also called for new federal legis- 


lation to give the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax Unit the same measure of con- | 


trol over advertising of beer and malt 
beverages as it now has over advertis- 
ing of spiritous liquors.” 


The Council urged church and tem- 
perance groups to continue working 
toward the goal of banning all adver- 
tising of liquor from interstate com- 
merce. 





State PTA Backs Opening 
Prayer For Local Meetings 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. —(RNS)— 
The state board of the Minnesota 
Congress of Parents and Teachers has 
declared its support of local PTAs 
that decide to open their meetings 
with prayer. 


Approval of the prayer recitation 
came after Mrs. Robert Franz, Bloom- 
ington, had protested that the practice 
was opposed to the PTA’s “non-sec- 
tarian” status. 


This status, Mrs. Franz argued, 
pledged the PTA to respect the be- 
liefs of atheists and persons outside 
the Judeo-Christian tradition. 


The statement of approval, issued 
by the state group, said that the 
prayer suggested by the national Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers is con- 
sistent with policies set forth by the 
congress. 


“We believe that religion is funda- 
mental in our American tradition as a 
basic factor in personal and social 
behavior,” the board said in its state- 
ment. 





THINK 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). 


over and over again, 





Learn how to “think Christ’, even as Paul said, “For to me to live is 
Patrick, the Scottish missionary who first took the 
Gospel to the Irish in the early centuries of this era and who was later named 
their patron saint, “thought”? Jesus Christ in a way which we might imitate 


“Christ with me, Christ before me, 

Christ behind me, Christ within me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ at my right hand, Christ at my left.” 


CHRIST 


—Dr. R. Wilbur Cousar 
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Presbyterian Government 


NOTE: Following is the third in a projected series of four articles on various 


aspects of Presbyterianism. 


The first two, “The Story of Presbyterianism” 


(Jan. 6), and “What Presbyterians Believe” (Jan. 27), have already appeared. 
When the final article appears, “Becoming A Member of the Presbyterian 
Church” it is our purpose to collect the series into an attractive booklet for 
use by communicants’ classes and the like—Ed. 


The Presbyterian Church derives its 
name from the Greek word, pres- 
buteros, which is translated “Elder.” 
So a Presbyterian Church is one that 
is governed by Elders. 


Strictly speaking, the Presbyterian 
Church is not a “democracy.” 
A democracy, as the term is un- 
derstood in political science, is a 
form of government in which a body 
politic is governed by the entire body 
itself, with every member exercising 
an equal voice in decisions affecting 
the life of the whole body. This order 
can be seen in the Congregational form 
of government, such as in Baptist and 
Congregational churches. These vest 
the authority of the Church in the 
congregation itself and decisions of 
every kind — including the reception 
of members — are made by the con- 
gregation as a whole. 


Nor is the Presbyterian Church a 
“monarchy.” The monarchical form 
of government is represented by those 
Churches following the Episcopal or- 
der, that of government by bishops. 
In the Episcopal, the Methodist and 
the various Catholic communions, a 
single person — the Bishop or his au- 
thorized representative — holds in his 
hands the spiritual government of the 
Church. He alone can perform cer- 
tain important functions and the min- 
ister, as his ordinary representative, 
alone receives members into the 
church. In the Roman communion, 
the Bishop, or an authorized Priest, 
may form a “corporation of a single 
whole” alone to hold the properties 
belonging to the church. 


The Presbyterian Church follows 
neither the “democratic” nor the 
“monarchical,”’ but rather the “repre- 
sentative” form of government. This 
form we believe accords with the New 
Testament pattern. In our system, 
Elders are elected by the congrega- 
tion for the purpose of governing. 
Once ordained and installed, they as- 
sume full spiritual authority. This 
order, upon which the government of 


the U. S. is based, expresses the view 
that certain spiritual “specialists,” by 
virtue of experience, spiritual matur- 
ity and godly piety, are better quali- 
fied to interpret the Word of God 
and discern the Will of the Lord for 
the congregation than the congrega- 
tion as a whole or any single person, 
cleric or lay. 


IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


In the New Testament, which gives 
us the history of the early Christian 
Church, we find two classes of Elders 
— Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders. 
These two classes of Elders are today 
found in Presbyterian Churches. They 
are equal in authority and differ only 
in the duties assigned to them by the 
Constitution. The Teaching Elder (or 
Minister) is ordained to preach the 
Gospel and administer the Sacraments. 
Also, he is Moderator of the Session 
and shares with the Ruling Elders au- 
thority to administer the spiritual gov- 
ernment of the church. 


Those who fill the office of Elder 
must meet rigid spiritual requirements. 
These requirements are set forth clear- 
ly in the New Testament (I Tim. 3) 
and the Book of Church Order, the 
governmental standard of our Church. 
The Teaching Elder (or Minister of 
the Word) “should possess a compet- 
ency of human learning, and be blame- 
less in life, sound in the faith, and 
apt to teach...” Those who fill 
the office of Ruling Elder should also 
“be blameless in life and sound in the 
faith; they should be men of wisdom 
and discretion; and by the holiness 
of their walk and conversation should 
be examples to the flock.” 


Teaching Elders are ordained by 
the Presbytery after they, as candi- 
dates under the care of Presbytery, 
have followed a prescribed course of 
study in college and theological sem- 
inary. A Presbytery may ordain a 
candidate only when he has received 
a call to a definite work. Usually 
the call is from a congregation to be- 
come its Pastor, although a candidate 


REV. E. C. SCOTT, D.D. 


may be ordained as Teacher or Evan- 
gelist. 


Ruling Elders are elected by each 
congregation at a meeting regularly 
called for that purpose. The Session 
itself ordains and installs new Ruling 
Elders when all. requirements for in- 
struction and examination have been 
met. Because of the high spiritual 
qualifications which Ruling Elders 
must possess congregations should ex- 
ercise the greatest care in their elec- 
tion. Much study should be given 
to the male members so that only those 
who can meet the requirements are 
nominated and elected. Some congre- 
gations elect a nominating committee, 
while others use the plan of having all 
the members participate in the nomi- 
nation, perhaps by checking names on 
a prepared list. 


THE SESSION 

A local Session consists of the Pas- 
tor or Pastors (if there be more than 
one) and the Ruling Elders. It is 
responsible for maintaining the spirit- 
ual government of the congregation. 
In doing this the Session has the au- 
thority “to inquire into the knowledge, 
principles, and Christian conduct of 
the church members under its care.” 
The Session has supervision over all 
organizations of the church: the Board 
of Deacons, the Sunday School, the 
Men’s organization, the Women of the 
Church and the Young People. No 
individual member of the Session — 
Pastor or Ruling Elder — is by him- 
self the Session. Members, therefore, 
may speak in its name only if au- 
thorized to do so. 


There are three other “Courts” 
above the Session: Presbytery, Synod, 
and General Assembly. “Presbytery 
consists of all the ministers and one 
Ruling Elder from each church within 
a certain district, except that a church 
whose membership exceeds 1,000 shall 
be represented by an additional Ruling 
Elder for each additional 1,000 mem- 
bers or major fraction thereof.” The 
Ruling Elder representatives to meet- 
ings of Presbytery and Synod are 
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elected by the Session and not by the 
congregation. 


While Ruling Elders are members 
of the congregation the Ministers are 
not. Ministers are members of Pres- 
bytery. Also, Ministers are members 
of Synod. Therefore, Ministers who 
are pastors are at the same time mem- 
bers of Session, Presbytery and Synod. 
When Presbytery elects a Minister as a 
Commissioner to the General Assembly 
he is a member of all four Courts. 
Of course, he can attend a meeting 
of only one Court at a given time. 


“Presbytery has power to receive 
and issue appeals, complaints and ref- 
erences brought before it in an orderly 
manner;” to review the records of 
Sessions and require them to observe 
the Constitution of the Church. Pres- 
bytery ordains ministers, installs them 
as Pastors, and dissolves the pastoral 
relationship. Presbytery also has the 
power to organize and _ dissolve 
churches and to oversee the churches 
within its jurisdiction. There are 83 
Presbyteries in our Assembly. 


“The Synod consists of all the Min- 
isters and one Ruling Elder from each 
church in a district comprising at 
least three Presbyteries.”. The same 
rule for additional Ruling Elders to 
Presbytery applies to representation 
to Synod. With one exception (Ap- 
palachia) the Synods of our denomina- 
tion correspond geographically to the 
States from which they take their 
names. 


The Synod has power to receive 
and issue all appeals, complaints, and 
references sent from the Presbyteries; 
to review the records of Presbyteries 
and require them to correct anything 
they may have done contrary to order. 
The Synod must take care that all 
proper injunctions of higher courts 
are carried out by the Presbyteries. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


The highest Court of the Presby- 
terian Church is the General Assembly 
which consists of Commissioners elect- 
ed by the Presbyteries. “Every Pres- 
bytery shall be entitled to send one 
minister and one Ruling Elder; but if 
the number of communicants in its 
churches and Ministers on its roll to- 
gether be over 4,000, it shall be en- 
titled to send an additional Minister 
and Ruling Elder; and in like propor- 
tion for every 4,000 communicants and 
Ministers.” Our smallest Presbytery 
has a membership of fewer than 800 
with 2 Commissioners to meetings of 
the Assembly, while the largest has a 


membership of more than 35,000 with 
18 Commissioners — 9 Ministers and 
9 Ruling Elders. The present mem- 
bership of the General Assembly is 
516, representing 83 Presbyteries in 
16 Synods. 


The General Assembly has power to 
receive and issue all appeals, com- 
plaints, and references’ regularly 
brought before it from the lower 
courts. The records of the Synods 
are reviewed and necessary steps are 
taken to require them to correct any- 
thing they may have done contrary 
to order. The General Assembly 
adopts a budget for all of its approved 
benevolences and divides it among the 
Synods. Each Synod divides among 
its Presbyteries the amount it is asked 
to contribute. Each Presbytery di- 
vides among its churches the amount 
it is asked to contribute. 


These four Courts are not indepen- 
dent of each other but are related to 
each other in that every act of one 
Court “is the act of the whole Church 
performed by it through the ap- 
propriate organ.” It can be seen that 
all of these Courts “are one in nature 
.. . differing only as the Constitution 
may provide.” 


THE CONSTITUTION 


The Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States consists 








Presbyterian 
Government 


The splendid article by Dr. E. C. 
Scott in this issue reminds us of a 
notable paragraph in Dr. Egbert W. 
Smith’s THE CREED OF PRESBY- 
TERIANS: 


“Our Presbyterian Polity, or form 
of church government, whence comes 
the denominational name we bear, is 
derived from Scripture. The famous 
Anglican scholar and prelate, Bishop 
Lightfoot, candidly declares: ‘It is a 
fact now generally recognized by the- 
ologians of all shades of opinion that, 
in the language of the New Testament, 
the same officer in the church is called 
indifferently bishop or elder or pres- 
byter.’ Says Professor Heron of Bel- 
fast: ‘It is a simple historical fact, 
of deep significance, that wherever 
the Reformation had free course, 
wherever it was permitted to shape 
itself spontaneously after Scripture, 
and without external interference, it 
assumed a Presbyterian form.’ ” 


of two parts: 1. Doctrine: The 
teachings of Scripture have been 
brought together in orderly form in 
the Confession of Faith and the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms. 2. Govern- 
ment: This is set forth in the Book 
of Church Order which consists of a) 
the Form of Government, b) the Rules 
of Discipline, and c) the Directory 
for Worship. Every Teaching and 
Ruling Elder and every Deacon must 
accept these two (Confession of Faith 
and Book of Church Order) before he 
can be ordained. 


The Minister occupies a position of 
prominence because he has undergone 
many years of study and preparation 
for the office he holds. On the other 
hand the Ruling Elder devotes a short 
time in preparation for his office. Yet 
there is no difference between the 
Minister and Ruling Elder as they sit 
together in all Church Courts. Each 
has a vote and equal privileges in de- 
bating questions. 


The Minister who has been called 
by a congregation to become its Pas- 
tor accepts the responsibility of spirit- 
ual leader. He should keep the Sessior 
informed of important matters to be 
decided by this Court, and the Ruling 
Elders who accepted responsibility for 
supervising the spiritual government 
of the congregation must share with 
the Pastor the endeavor to find the 
solution to every problem. When a 
decision is reached it should be that 
vf the entire Session and not simply 
of the Pastor or Ruling Elders. The 
Pastor, with the Ruling Elders, must 
keep in close touch with the members 
in order to know their spiritual needs. 


In his relationship to Presbytery 
the Minister has continuous member- 
ship while the Ruling Elder member- 
ship changes from meeting to meet- 
ing. This gives an advantage to the 
Minister and with it greater respon- 
sibility. Also, since Ministers give 
full time to the work of the Church 
they are called upon for a wider serv- 
ice in Presbytery. Every Minister is 
called upon for a considerable amount 
of work on various Committees of 
Presbytery. The faithful rendition of 
this service makes possible the effective 
functioning of Presbytery. Natural- 
ly, Ruling Elders are called upon to 


share in important Committee work. 
” * * - 7 


Dr. Scott, for many years the ef- 
ficient and beloved Stated Clerk of 
the Assembly, is now retired and liv- 
ing in Atlanta, Ga. 
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To Be A Christian 


What Am I To Believe? 


FOLLOWING is the first in a projected series of eight devotional studies 
which will appear until Easter, suitable for use by special study groups 
preparing for Church Membership.—Ed. 


Everyone reading these lines under- 
stands, at the outset, that becoming 
a Christian and a member of the 
Christian Church calls for Faith. Our 
first study has to do with what activity 
of the mind and heart is encompassed 
by this word, “Faith.” What, in other 
words, am I to believe? 


Now Faith presupposes a certain 
kind of Knowledge. That is to say, 
before I can believe in the sense of 
having saving Faith, there are some 
things I must know, or understand. 
Before I can believe God there are 
some things I must understand about 
God: Who He is, what He does, what 
He says. Let me illustrate. Should 
I say, “I believe in Eisenhower,” that 
statement would imply a certain un- 
derstanding of Eisenhower and of 
precisely what it is that can be expect- 
ed of him. It would imply a knowledge 
of the fact that he is the President, 
that he is acting on my behalf in a 
certain matter in which I am interest- 
ed. My statement implies a certain 
confidence in him because I have an 
understanding about him. 


Now with respect to God there are 
certain things about which we must 
have knowledge, or understanding in 
order to exercise Faith. 


THAT GOD IS—AND IS A 
REWARDER 


The first thing I must know is that 
God truly is: “For he that cometh 
to God must believe that He is and 
that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). 
When a person really believes that 
God is, it makes a difference. You 
would be surprised how many people 
live out their lives as if there were 
no God. You see two men talking. 
They are discussing things as if no one 
else were involved in the conversation. 
But if one of those men had that un- 
derstanding of God which this verse 
implies, he would be carrying on his 
conversation as though with two others 


besides himself, not just one. For in 
every conversation there is One other 
present besides those visibly present. 
God is everywhere. 


That thought has many suggestive 
ramifications. It means that no hu- 
man being ever lives to himself. It 
means that no one ever does a secret 
thing, for God knows all things. He 
is. And He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him. That is to 
say God will help those who put their 
trust in Him. 


But if I am to enter into a saving 
relationship with God, there are other 
things I must understand. 


THAT GOD IS OF A 
CERTAIN NATURE 


This God Who is and Who is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek 
Him is a particular kind of Person. 
And it is important to know what 
kind of Person. 


He is Almighty, which is to say 
that He does all things or, in Presby- 
terian language, that He is Sovereign. 
And He is benevolent, which is to say 
that He is Good. His Sovereign 
Goodness takes a particular form and 
the Bible uses the word “Holy” to 
describe that form. God is Holy. He 
cannot behold evil — which is not to 
say that He cannot see evil, but that 
He will never recognize evil for right. 
He will not have it. There isn’t a 
single tricky thing about Him. James 
says that in Him there is no shadow 
cast by turning (Jas. 1:17). He is not 
only honest and fair, but He is right- 
eous altogether. 


Now because God is Holy, He has 
certain expectations. When He looks 
out upon His world, He measures 
everything, as it were, by His own 
Holiness. He is as right in Himself 
as it is true that 36” makes a yard 
and His own measurement He holds 
against every other. With Him there 


are 12” to the foot and 16 oz. to the 
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pound and 100c to the dollar. And 
it is in His nature to measure our feet 
and our pounds and our dollars by 
His perfect measure. 


In Scripture, the perfect measure 
of God is called His Law, which is 
what He expects of us because it is 
His way of being. When Moses re- 
ceived the 10 Commandments on Mt. 
Sinai, he received much more than 
just a set of rules. He received, in 
verbal form, an expression of what 
God is; of what His Holiness is; and 
therefore of what His Holiness ex- 
pects of men. God is honest and 
righteous and decent: the 10 Com- 
mandments spell out honesty and in- 
tegrity and decency as the measure 
of what God requires. So in the mat- 
ter before us, which is Faith, we not 
only believe that God is and that He 
is a rewarder, but that it is a Holy 
God Who is and Who is a rewarder. 


THAT GOD WILL JUDGE 


The next thing that I am to under- 
stand about God, before ever I can 
put my trust in Him is what He can 
be expected to do. According to the 
Scriptures, God can be expected to 
judge His creation by what He Him- 
self is. He not only is Holy, but He 
expects man to be Holy and He will 
judge man’s holiness. To use the fig- 
ures of the yardstick, God measures 
man. And anything that doesn’t 
measure up is essentially wrong. This 
“wrongness,” in the language of the- 
ology, is called Sin. Sin is real. It 
is the difference resulting when the 
human being is measured by the Holi- 
ness of God. 


No one who understands that God 
is Holy will fail to recognize that he 
is a sinner. It just isn’t possible to 
stand in the presence of God’s Holi- 
ness and not be conscious of the 
things that are wrong: the things that 
are not true, that are not fair, that 
are not honest, that are not clean. 
And when God’s Holiness meets man’s 








sin there is one inescapable conse- 


quence: judgment. When His 36” to 
the yard are held up against my 33” 
to the yard, only one thing can fol- 
low: I am rejected. I am set aside. 
God rejects sin. More than that: He 
sets it aside and destroys it. That’s 
the way He is. For nothing unclean 
ean occupy His Holy mountain. 


Throughout this figure in which I 
have sought to explain that God can 
tolerate nothing unclean, I have been 
leading up to a Scripture which is 
central to the Gospel: “The soul that 
smneth it shall die!” (Ezek. 18-4). 
And the companion Scripture: “For 
all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God... There is none right- 
eous, no not one” (Rom. 3:9-12). 
There is a sentence of death passed 
upon all men, for all men are sin- 
ners. 


THAT GOD WILL SAVE 
THROUGH CHRIST 


Now this same God who is Almighty 
and Holy and Righteous is also 
Gracious. He has offered to the world 
His salvation in and through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We will have more to 
say of this in our succeeding studies, 
but this we must understand: when 
God offered Jesus Christ into the 
world, it was to save people. 


Who is this Jesus Christ? He is 
the Son of God. At Christmas we 
celebrate the birthday of Jesus of 
Nazareth. When this Jesus was born, 
the Son of God was born into the 
world as a baby, in Bethlehem, where 
He lay in a manger. He, the actual 
Son of God, “came to seek and to 
save that which was lost” which is to 
say that He came on purpose to save 
us. As a Christian, I understand that 
Jesus Christ came into this world for 
the express purpose of redeeming me. 


Let me remind you of something. 
While He was here He erected no 
buildings, He built no bridges, He 
wrote no books, He carved no sculp- 
tures, He led no armies, He wasn’t the 
governor of any territory. You can- 
not name a discovery which He pre- 
sented to the world and you cannot 
point out a single thing that He in- 
vented. When you talk about Jesus 
of Nazareth, there is only one im- 
portant thing to say about Him: He 
died on Calvary’s Cross. That is what 
He came for. He, the Son of God, 
came to give His life-a ransom for 
many that whosoever should believe 
in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life . . . This we must un- 


derstand before we are prepared to 
believe in it. 


The elements in the story are 
simple, but explicit. He died on the 
Cross. Then, three days later, He 
rose from the dead. Now my believ- 
ing that won’t make it so for it is so 
whether I believe it or not. But I 
cannot exercise Faith until I do be- 
lieve it. During the forty days fol- 
lowing His resurrection, He showed 
Himself alive a number of times and, 
on the day of His ascension, He was 
taken up from this earth in full view 
of some 128 disciples who saw Him 
go. In His resurrected body, the Lord 
Jesus ascended into Heaven where He 
now is in the very presence of God. 


This Lord Jesus is alive today. Say 
it to yourself every now and then. 
“He is alive!” The thought will come 
almost as a shock to you. You will 
not really understand it, but it is 
true; Jesus Christ is alive, at the right 
hand of God, and He is praying for 


you! 


Perhaps someone will say, “Well, I 
just don’t know whether I can believe 
that’. Let me tell you, it isn’t pos- 
sible to take part of the medicine in 
the formula without taking it all. So 
far as Time and Eternity are con- 
cerned, this is IT. Don’t let anyone 
fool you with the idea that if you 
simply learn about how the Lord Jesus 
lived as a human being and try to be 
like that you will be all right. As if 
you could, in some way, imitate Him. 
Let’s keep the record straight: Jesus 
died for your sins. God raised Him 
from the dead. He ascended into 
Heaven and He is right now at the 
right hand of God. 


If you are wondering why I am 
pressing the point, it is because this 
history is important for what happens 
when you become a Christian. As a 
Christian, you will have the assurance 
that when you die you, too, will go 
to be in the presence of God. “I go 
to prepare a place for you and if I go 
and prepare a place for you I will 
come again and receive you unto my- 
self that where I am there ye may be 
also!” (John 14:3). This is what 
we mean when we say that God will 
save those who receive Jesus Christ 
as their Savior and Lord. And the 
first step in Faith is to take these 
facts into your consciousness and com- 
mit yourself to them as being true. 


The next step: in the light of these 
things being true, what am I, as a 
person, to believe? 


THAT I AM A SINNER 


I must believe — that is, clearly 
understand — that I am a sinner. It 
doesn’t take an honest person very 
long to recognize that things are not 
right within him; that he doesn’t often 
do the right thing and he often does 
the wrong thing. 


And by the way, when you become 
conscious of the fact that you are un- 
kind and selfish and all these other 
things — a sinner — and you turn to 
God in that consciousness, you are do- 
ing what the Scripture calls repenting. 
Repent. That is an all-inclusive word 
which covers the whole process of ex- 
amining yourself, evaluating yourself 
in the sight of God and judging your- 
self unfit and unworthy before Him. 
That humiliating experience is basic 
for any adequate Christian experience. 


I am a sinner. I repent me of my 
sin. That is the beginning. 


THAT CHRIST DIED AND 
ROSE FOR ME 


Next I am to believe that Christ 
died and rose for me. Earlier I said 
that you are to understand He died 
and rose for all sinners. Now you are 
to believe that He died for YOU; 
that He rose again for YOU in order 
that He might bring YOU to God. It 
is when you make this quite personal 
that you move into Christian experi- 
ence. 


But there is yet one thing more 
to say: 


I MUST RECEIVE CHRIST 


In order to become a Christian, I 
must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
my Lord and Master. We will have 
more to say of this in later studies, 
but right now it is enough to under- 
stand that the process of denying my- 
self and following Him is basic in 
this whole matter. In other words, 
I cannot believe in Jesus Christ and 
receive Jesus Christ, and continue to 
be the way I have been. I don’t have 
the power to change, but God has the 
power to change me and the process 
of becoming a Christian is a process 
involving change. 


Believing is not simply a matter of 
admitting something to be true. It is 
more than that. It is a matter of 
committing myself personally to some- 
thing that I have come to understand 
and to accept. 


The man who says he believes in 
hail insurance for his crops will take 
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out hail insurance. The man who says 
he believes in fire insurance will ac- 
tually take out fire insurance on his 
house. You don’t actually believe in 
a bridge, until you drive upon it. And 
you do not actually believe in the 
medicine the doctor gives you until 
you take it. 


So, too, with the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is not just something 
to have in mind, to think over to your- 
self. It is something that you commit 
yourself to and when you have so 


committed yourself, then it will be 
true when you say that you believe 
in Him. 

There are 


To summarize: some 


things we must understand before we 


are ready to believe in them. We 
must understand that God is and that 
He is a rewarder of them that diligent- 
ly seek Him. We must understand 
that God is Holy and that He will 
judge sin; that He will destroy that 
which is evil; but that in Mercy He 








will save those who belong to Jesus 
Christ. Finally we must understand 
that if we commit ourselves to the 
Lord Jesus, on account of His death 
and resurrection God will graciously 
receive us and bless us. This is what 
it means to become a Christian. 


* * * * * 


This study is also available on tape. 
Write THE BIBLE FOR YOU, Inc., 
Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
Ask for No. 60-200-1. Each tape, on 
which there are four studies, $3.00. 





Counselling Session No. 1-A 


A STUDENT 
GOES TO HIS PASTOR 
WITH A PROBLEM 


BY AN EVESDROPPER 


“Come in! Come right in, Bob! It 
is good to see you. Back from the 
University for the holidays, eh? I 
noticed your name in the Sports Sec- 
tion of the DAILY JOURNAL rather 
frequently this fall; how did you do 
in your studies? Good, eh? That’s 
fine! I know that you will make a 
great name for yourself some day! 


“How’s that? You want to talk to 
me about a personal matter? Well, 
what is it, son? 


“Eh? You say it’s about your best 
friend who is your roommate? How’s 
that? You don’t think he is saved? 
And you want me to tell you how you 
can lead him to the Lord? 


“Well, to begin with, I must say 
your choice of words is unfortunate. 
It probably indicates why you have 
been unable to Breakthrough in a 
meaningful dialogue with your room- 
mate. Today such archaic words as 
‘saved’ are badly misunderstood. We 
musn’t think of your roommate — 
who is evidently not aware of his au- 
thentic inwardness — as ‘lost’ in any 
radical sense. What you detect as 
his failure to participate in renewal 
is due to the possibility that he is not 
yet committed. 


“Now the key to his commitment 
is your own, of course, without which 
there cannot be any Breakthrough. 
Have you fully participated in renewal 
yourself? You don’t know? You only 





know that Christ is precious to you 
and you find joy in the Holy Spirit’s 
presence? 


“That sort of language, again, is 
quite misleading. We musn’t orient 
our awareness too much in other- 
worldly resolutions. Our renewal 
must be in the discipline and sus- 
tenance of corporate structures. Then, 
before we can communicate to others 
we must go beyond renewal to mis- 
sion! 


“Tell me, have you forgiven your 
roommate? Eh? You say you never 
did him any harm? No, No, my boy, 
that’s not the point. In order to con- 
vey forgiveness we ourselves must 
forgive. No doubt your roommate 
doesn’t experience acceptance of you. 
Acceptance! That’s the first step in 
Breakthrough! Remember: you must 
be a community of love! 


“First you must identify yourself 
with him. Then . . . How’s that? 


“You say you don’t know how to 
identify yourself with him? Why that 
is the most elementary dimension in 
mission. Without identification there 
simply can be no creative inwardness! 
This, of course, calls for listening as 
well as understanding. I have the 
feeling that you simply have not 
earned the right to be heard. Until 
you do earn that right. . 


“Eh? You say he already has half 
of your socks and shirts? My boy, 
we are not talking about barter and 
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trade. We are talking about earning 
the right to be heard! You came in 
here because your own commitment 
for mission had not brought about 
your roommate’s renewal . . . Don’t 
interrupt me ... Before you can iden- 
tify yourself with him in order that he 
may experience acceptance, you must 
earn the right to be heard! 


“How’s that? The word? What 
word? Oh! The Bible! You want 
to know if the Bible is significant in 
the process of renewal! 


“My boy, we must be modern. Our 
age is an enlightened one. We know 
a great deal more of psychology which 
the ancients did not know. And 
psychotherapy has contributed ma- 
terially to theological awareness. No in- 
telligent person any longer believes 
that quoting from a Book will pro- 
duce a Breakthrough. The Bible is 
just a book, you know. A superior 
book, of course, but just a book. 
There are so many better ways of ap- 
plying Truth than in the primitive 
thought-forms of an ancient book! 


“Is it necessary to know Christ? 
Why of course, my boy! Every Break- 
through experience is the-Christ cen- 
tered! We say that every authentic 
renewal must be a renewal of the- 
Christ. You understand that, don’t 
you? Perhaps it is a concept some- 
what advanced for your years but 
some day you will attain to it. Mean- 
while you are perfectly at liberty to 
continue thinking of the-Christ as a 
Person, until you learn more. 


“Just a moment, my boy. Don’t 
quote the Bible to me. I know that! 
I know that! But... What? You 
say you will pray for me? You hope 
that some day I will come to know the 
Lord? Why Bob, that almost sounds 
impertinent! Surely you do not mean 
to suggest that I am uncommitted? 
A what? 

Now see here .. .!? 





What Is “Moral 
Rearmament?P” 


“A great many inquiries have come 
in regarding the Moral Re-Armament 
Movement, short title —- MRA. We 
have been asked: “Is it Communistic? 
Who is the leader?” Here is our an- 
swer: 


“The present Moral Rearmament 
Movement has been known by a num- 
ber of names since its founder, Frank 
». Buchman, originated it on the east- 
ern coast of the United States in 1908. 
it has been called The Oxford Group, 
which has been the most popular title; 
The New Groupers; The First Century 
Christian Fellowship; and, since 1938, 
at which time Mr. Buchman celebrated 
his 60th birthday, it has been known 
as Moral Re-Armament, or MRA... 


“Now that the threat of Communism 
has come to the forefront throughout 
the free world, Dr. Buchman and his 
followers have seized upon this situa- 
tion to suggest that MRA can solve all 
differences between the West and the 
East. The latest tactician which the 
Buchmanites uncovered is one Peter 
Howard, who was a successful and 
cynical political writer on Lord Beaver- 
brook’s London Daily Express until 
just before the war, when he met up 
with one of the Buchmanites and sud- 
denly became ‘changed.’ 


“Once Mr. Howard joined the MRA 


movement he began to write books 
about MRA, which, according to best 


estimates, have sold over 2,000,000 
copies with the royalties going to 
MRA’ 3.’ . 





“Mr. Howard has had the habit of 
picturing the leaders of the Western 
World as fat and selfish capitalists 
who are unconcerned with the needs 
of the rest of the world and are en- 
joying a life of luxury while the col- 
lectivistic economic system is appeal- 
ing to more and more of the masses 
of the people... 


“The great danger to Christian 
churches in the United States is that 
this movement may capture lay peo- 
ple within the churches through an 
emotional appeal and cause them to 
withdraw their spiritual and material 
support from the established churches 
and channel them into a movement 
which is highly questionable and the 
future of which is highly uncertain.” 


—From NEWS AND VIEWS, the 
Church League of America. 


EDIJORIALS 


Politics And Religion 


Whether the coming Democratic 
nominee for the Presidency will be a 
Catholic or not is still problematical. 
But it is reasonably certain that either 
the presidential or vice-presidential 
nominee will be of that faith. 


Should the Republican party counter 
by nominating for the vice-presidency 
a Roman Catholic it will be almost 
conclusive evidence that political par- 
ties are using religious affiliations for 
political ends — a sorry spectacle. 


Many thoughtful Americans are 
deeply troubled by the prospect of a 
Roman Catholic in high political of- 
fice, for where there is complete loy- 
alty to one’s religion there is per se a 
divided loyalty between Church and 
State which has grave overtones. 


Let those who have not thought 
through these matters study any coun- 
try where Roman Catholicism predomi- 
nates and where the heads of state 
are consistently members of that 
Church. The conditions in those coun- 
tries are so totally different from 
our own that they speak for them- 
selves. 


If both parties, in order to win 
votes, choose Roman Catholics on their 
national tickets there are many loyal 
Americans who will say, a plague on 
both of your houses!! 

—L. N. B. 





Peace Of Mind 


Every once in a while we hear of 
something which makes us wonder just 
how much religion can be found in 
modern America, anyhow. This time, 
the reason for our concern is the sky- 
rocketing popularity of a little ditty 
entitled “Peace of Mind.” 


Singing to the currently modified 
rock-and-roll tempo, the leather-lunged 
performer of this tune will remind 
you, almost any time you turn on 
your radio, that if “you know what 
is wrong and do what is right .. . 
you'll find peace of mind.” She goes 
on to specify that it is all a simple 
matter of “knowing what you want, 
being sure where you stand, being 
true to yourself... giving of your- 
self in brotherly love . . . and you'll 
find peace of mind.”’ 


It would be funny if it weren’t so 
tragic. For boiled down to its essen- 
tials, that is the religious philosophy 


of the vast majority of American 
Protestants — Presbyterians too — 
today. It is a gospel of attainment 
and of good works; of careless religion 
and of wishful thinking. 


Every time we hear that song we 
wonder, “How long, O Lord?” And 
we pray that the Holy Spirit will make 
every true believer a vocal witness 
for the Gospel of redemption from sin 
and death, blood-bought on Calvary. 





Commissions On The 
Minister And His 
Work (Part IT) 


Sometimes we feel like calling a 
spade a shovel. This is one such 
time. 


Last week we had something to say 
about the increasing tendency, among 
some of the Commissions on the Min- 
ister and his Work, to behave like a 
Presbyterian Office of Inquisition. 


Since that editorial went to press 
we have heard about 
mission. 
tion to a certain minister on two 
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grounds: 1) That he attended the 
Pensacola Theological Institute last 
summer, and 2) That he uses litera- 
ture in his church program which does 
not come from Richmond. 


Aside from the transparent bigotry 
exhibited by No. 1, we — Dr. Carl 
Henry of CHRISTIANITY TODAY, 
Dr. Henry Bast, Vice President of the 
Reformed Church in America, Profes- 
sor John Murray and the Editor of 
the JOURNAL—who were the speakers 
at the Institute, resent the disapproval 
implied of us. In the second place, we 
marvel at the audacity of the member 
of the Commission voicing protest No. 
2 who himself uses the “Faith and 
Life” program of the UPUSA Church, 
which is not from Richmond. 


Presbyteries should exercise great 
care in the selection of the members of 
their Commissions on the Minister 
and his Work. 





When Justice Ceases 
To Be Justice 


Caryl Chessman, notorious Cali- 
fornia sex-criminal, was given a 9th 
stay of execution recently. The re- 
prieve came as he sat in the waiting 
room outside San Quentin’s gas cham- 
ber on the day he was to have died. 
We couldn’t help being reminded of 
a cat playing sadistically with a 
frightened mouse. 


Two impressions of modern Ameri- 
can justice linger with us as the out- 
come of this unfortunate affair gives 
promise to be decided by letter-writing 
campaigns (and as Churches, includ- 
ing our own, actively debate capital 
punishment): 1) It is barbaric to play 
cat-and-mouse with a human being 
over a period of 12 years. 2) The 
whole record of this case, smelling to 
high heaven of politics, radical social 
theories, liberal religious idealism and 
blind justice, is one of the best argu- 
ments we know of for the necessity 
of capital punishment. 


If order is ever to replace the pres- 
ent chaos in our processes of justice 
and the mounting tidal wave of crime 
stopped before we are swept into so- 
cial anarchy, then some solid back- 
bone must be put into our court pro- 
cedures and some real teeth returned 
to our law enforcement. What may 


be needed is an extension of capital 
punishment to lesser crimes not now 
considered capital. 





A Layman And His Church 


A CURE FOR WORRY 


If secular matters are of first im- 
portance in one’s life there is no cure 
for worry. Money, things, prestige, 
popularity, success —- these and many 
other considerations affect us per- 
sonally and loom large in our plans 
and desires. 


Again, we look out at the world 
and troubling questions are to be found 
on every hand. What about West 
Berlin? The Russian war potential? 
Communistic infiltration in every 
phase of national life? Evidences of 
moral and spiritual degeneration in 
the nation? What will happen to 
Taiwan when General Chiang passes? 
To Korea when Sigmon Rhee no long- 
er controls? India when Nehru is 
gone? The growing tensions between 
Israeli and the Arab world? 


These questions can be multiplied 
on every hand if we look out and seek 
for a solution within the scope of po- 
litical and military activity. 


But the Christian is dependent neith- 
er on those things which make for 
comfort and personal peace, nor does 
he look to the leaders of the world 
for hope. 


Our hope is in the Sovereign God 
who stands in the shadows, having a 
plan which is being inexorably worked 
out, and in His Son who has revealed 
Him to us and made salvation available 
to all who will accept it. We look 
to the restraining and empowering 
work of the Holy Spirit Who is pres- 
ent everywhere and who even as we 
think of these things is doing His 
gracious work in the hearts of many. 


The Christian’s comfort is found in 
looking up for: “The eternal God is 
thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms:” 


The Christian’s position is at com- 
plete variance with the unbeliever. It 
is not that we ourselves are anything 
but that He who has redeemed us is 
everything. 


From the standpoint of present 
world conditions it is unrealistic to as- 
sume an optimistic view of efforts be- 
ing made to correct the situation. 
Only too few of those in places of 
authority are looking to God for help 
and guidance. A prominent American 
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recently said, “My brother, . . . thinks 
the world’s problems can be solved by 
political means. I believe there is 
but one hope, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ”’. 

The writer is not for one moment 
suggesting that Christians should not 
be interested and concerned in local, 
national and world affairs; they should 
be the best citizens in the world. But, 
it is so easy to let personal and ex- 
ternal considerations distort our per- 
spective so that we lose sight of the 
comfort and presence of the living 
God in our own lives. 


Worry is so often evidence of lack 
of faith. It also results from looking 
at the things which are temporary 
rather than at those things which are 
eternal. Worry is also a vote of no 
confidence in the promises of God for 
these apply to every contingency of 
life. 


We are rightly concerned over the 
implications of nuclear warfare and 
may God forbid that it ever occurs; 
but, the cause for chief concern should 
be not atomic fall-out but human fall- 
out — the moral and spiritual disinte- 
gration of our generation. 


Because the answer to worry, and 
infinitely more important — the an- 
swer to all causes of worry, is to be 
found in that which the living Christ 
ean do for the individual and for the 
nations of the world, our primary 
concern should be anything which can 
contribute to the spread and effective 
application of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This comes first not only in 
need but also in the actual responsi- 
bility of the Church. 


There is a cure for worry and the 
Christian should not only orient him- 
self within the purposes of God so 
as to have the peace of God which is 
rightfully his, but he should also look 
at the world and its problems in the 
light of the One who is sovereign and 
who has the answers and the cure. 


The Christian can claim this prom- 
ise: “Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteousness.” Isaiah 41:10. 


(Cont. on p. 21) 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 20, 1960 


Paul’s Voyage To Rome 


Bible Material: Acts 27:1-28:15 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 107:23-32 


My experience with the sea has been limited to one 
trip across the Pacific Ocean, to Korea and back. This 
was enough to make me appreciate our Devotional 
Reading taken from Psalm 107. Let me quote these 
verses — 28-32 — both because of their beauty and 
their being applicable to our lesson for today. If 
we keep these in mind we can understand what Paul 
meant by “perils of waters”. 


“They that go down to the sea in ships, that do 
business in great waters; 


These see the works of the Lord, and His wonders 
in the deep, 


For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, 
which lifteth up the waves thereof. 


They mount up to the heaven, they go down 
again to the depths: their soul is melted because 
of trouble. 


They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken 
man, and are at their wit’s end. 


Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and He bringeth them out of their distresses. 


He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves 
are still. 


Then are they glad because they be quiet; so He 
bringeth them unto their desired haven. 


Oh that men would praise the Lord for His good- 
ness, for His wonderful works to the children of 
men! 


Let them exalt Him also in the congregation of 
the people, and praise Him in the assembly of 
the elders”. 


Where would you find a more vivid description of 
a storm at sea? Where would you find a more fitting 
background for the study of our lesson on Paul’s voyage 
to Rome, the storm they encountered and the ship- 
wreck with the final salvation of all on board? 


Let me call attention to one or two of these ex- 
pressive verses: Verse 24: “These see the works of 
the Lord, and His wonders in the deep”. God has 
spread the wonders of His creation in sky, on land, 
and in the ocean. I often have seen some of these 
“wonders of the deep” in the magazines and they 
equal or surpass those in the sky and on land. Verse 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


27: “and are at their wit’s end”. This is a transla- 
tor’s “gem”. You can fight a fire and try to control 
the flood of a river, but a storm at sea baffles man. 
It is indeed a time when we come to the end of our 
resources. Verse 28: “Then they cry unto the Lord 
in their trouble”: this is all they can do. Men are 
not ashamed to pray when in such trouble. “He mak- 
eth the storm a calm”. This verse reminds us of Jesus’ 
stilling of the storm; “and there was a great calm”. 
This miracle of Jesus made a most profound impres- 
sion on His disciples. No one but God can make the 
storm a calm. “Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the 
children of men!” Have we stopped to praise Him 
for stilling some storm in our lives? 


Turning now to the lesson text let us notice as we 
go along how Paul the prisoner emerges as the real 
“captain” of these men, a leader whom they trust. 


I. To The “Fair Havens’: 27:1-13 


At last Paul was on his way to Rome. It was a very 
different journey from what he expected when he 
wrote the Roman Christians that he planned to visit 
them, I suppose, for he was going as a prisoner. Under 
the Providence of God, Who makes the wrath of man 
to praise Him, Paul, having appealed his case to the 
Roman Emperor, Nero, was being sent there. So 
they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners to a 
centurion of the Emperor’s own band, named Julius. 
They touched at Sidon and Julius treated Paul kindly 
and gave him liberty to go ashore to visit his friends 
and refresh himself. We meet several centurions in 
the New Testament and find them unusually fine men. 
While the Roman governors and political appointees 
have a bad reputation, these army officers seem to have 
been men of character. 


They came to Myra, a city of Lycia. There the 
centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing to Italy, 
and he put the party aboard. After a slow voyage, 
for the wind was contrary, they finally came to the 
Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea. Much time had 
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- given thee all them that sail with thee. 


been spent and sailing was beginning to be dangerous 


for it was getting late in the year. Paul felt led to 
admonish them, advising them to stay where they 
were for the winter: “Sirs, I perceive that this voyage 
will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the 
lading and ship, but also of our lives”. But the cen- 
turion believed the master and owner of the ship 
rather than Paul and because the haven was not com- 
modious to winter in and the majority advised depart- 
ing they left when the south wind blew softly and 
started on their trip again. This is not the first nor 
the last time that the majority was wrong. It happens 
very often. If the centurion had known Paul as well 
as he came to know him before the voyage was over, 
he might have paid more attention to his advice. 


27: 14-44 


It was not long until the south wind which had 
blown softly changed to the northeast and they were 
caught in a terrific storm and were driven before the 
wind. But after many days Paul stood forth with 
words of good cheer for them: “for there shall be no 
loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. 
For there stood by me this night the angel of God 
whose I am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; 
thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath 
Wherefore, 
sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall 
be even as it was told me”. “J believe God” is a short, 
but very comprehensive creed. It is even more satis- 
fying than “I believe in God”, for it takes His ex- 
istence as a matter of course. 


IJ. The Storm and Shipwreck: 


It is a great thing to believe God: believe what He 
reveals to us of Himself and of ourselves, both in the 
book of nature and in the Bible. Faith is the connect- 
ing link between man and God. Without faith it is 
impossible to please Him. We must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that seek Him. 
We must also believe what He says. 


Paul, standing forth in the storm, made his bold 
“confession of faith”. He also persuaded them to eat 
something: “And when he had thus spoken, he took 
bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them 
all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat”. 
Thus we have his testimony before all on board ship. 
They finally made towards shore. “And falling into 
a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground”. 
The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners but the 
centurion, wishing to save Paul, prevented this. And 
it came to pass that all on board escaped to land and 
God’s promise to Paul was fulfilled. 


Ill. Experiences on the Island of Melita: 28:1-10 


Melita was the modern island of Malta which with- 
stood such heavy bombing during World War II. 


The natives showed them much kindness for they 
kindled a fire and received everyone because of the 
rain and cold. Paul gathered a bundle of wood for 
the fire. Here was a man doing his part. I remember 
Dr. Graham, our beloved pastor at Davidson College, 
making a fine talk on these words one night at prayer- 
meeting. I will never forget that talk for it was an 
inspiration to me. The “little things are what count”. 
As citizens of our country are we gathering our bundles 


of sticks and placing them on the fire? As home- 
makers are we doing our part in the home to keep 
“the home fires burning’? In the church are we 
doing what we can? It is a great privilege and respon- 
sibility. Paul had just saved the lives of all on board 
ship, for God had used him to do this, but he, along 
with the others, gathered his bundle and put it on 
the fire. 


A viper came out of the heat and fastened itself on 
his hand. When the natives saw this they said among 
themselves that Paul must be a murderer whom justice 
would not allow to live. But when he shook it off 
without ill effects they changed their minds and said 
that he was a god. 


The chief man of the island was named Publius. 
His father was sick and Paul came and prayed and lay- 
ing his hands on him healed him. When this was done, 
“others also, which had diseases in the island, came, 
and were healed: who also honored us with many hon- 
ors; and when we departed, they laded us with such 
things as were necessary.” 


IV. Arrival in Rome: 28:10-15 


After three months they departed from Melita, and 
finally came to Puteoli where they found some breth- 
ren. After seven days, they went on towards Rome. 
From the city the brethren came to meet Paul when 
they heard that he was coming. And when he saw 
them he thanked God and took courage. He needed 
encouragement after his trying voyage. 


Next week, the end of the journey. 





SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED ... 


Income for you— 
Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A pitt 
of this nature will be 





a source of real satis- Ask for 
faction to you. FREE FOLDER 
Write to 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BoarD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia 











PAGE 14 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MARCH 9, 1960 

























YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 20, 1960 


Yous WORK 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Chureh And Juvenile Delinquency 


Scripture—Psalm 119:9-16 

Suggested Hymns— 
“How Shall the Young Direct Their Way?” 
“I Would Be True” 
“Living for Jesus” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(If you know a Christian court official or police of- 
ficer who would be available to speak to your young 
people on this subject, he could undoubtedly bring 
you an interesting and helpful message.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The prevalence of juvenile delinquency in the United 
States is the talk of the nation, and of the world, 
for that matter. Because of this problem, our na- 
tional reputation has suffered abroad. 


What is a juvenile delinquent? He is a young per- 
son who habitually violates the laws of society and 
of basic morality. The fact of juvenile delinquency 
is evidenced by daily reports of teenage crimes: thefts, 
vandalism, beatings, robberies, gang wars, riots, drug 
and alcohol addiction, and sex sins. If all of these 
misdeeds were committed by young people who have 
been denied the advantages of education and proper 
social environment, the situation would be more un- 
derstandable. The fact is that not all juvenile delin- 
quents come from slum areas. Many of them come 
from the most highly favored areas of society. It is 
quite evident that something is seriously wrong with- 
in our society. Our main concern in this program is 
to determine what the Church, our Church, can do 
to combat juvenile delinquency. 


First Speaker: 


The most basic answer the Church has to juvenile 
delinquency and all forms of sin, for that matter, is 
the clear Gospel message of sin and salvation. It 
helps. when young people are brought up in Christian 
homes and in the midst of a wholesome environment, 
but we do not inherit our parent’s religion. Every 
young person needs to be faced with the fact that he 
is a sinner in the sight of God, and that he is eternally 
lost, unless he has been saved by faith in the Son of 
God. (Read John 3:18). There is absolutely no sub- 
stitute for a knowledge of Jesus Christ as personal 
Lord and Saviour. It is the first responsibility of the 
Church to its young people to hold before them their 
need of salvation and then to introduce them to the 
Lord Jesus who saves. The strongest defense against 
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juvenile delinquency is a life that has been trans- 
formed by a vital, personal faith in Jesus Christ. This 
is not just a way, it is the only sure Way. 


Second Speaker: 


Sometimes young people make the mistake of think- 
ing that once they are saved they no longer have to 
make any effort to live the Christian life. There are 
those who seem to believe that since they are saved, 
anything and everything becomes automatically all 
right. The truth is that a person who has been trans- 
formed by faith in Jesus Christ, ought to live a trans- 
formed life. John Calvin said, “It is faith alone that 
justifies, but faith that justifies can never be alone”. 
In other words, we are not saved by our good works, 
only by believing in Christ; but those who truly be- 
lieve in Christ will prove the genuineness of their faith 
by lives that are filled with good works. 


There ought to be an obvious difference between 
Christian young people and those who are unsaved. 
One of the responsibilities of being a Christian is 
to have and to hold to high moral standards. The 
Church has the duty of setting such standards. Most 
young people are willing to follow strong, courageous 
leadership. It is up to the Church to provide that 
leadership in the moral and spiritual realm by making 
it clear that there are certain things that a Christian 
must do and certain other things which he must not 
do. Young people cannot respect leadership in the 
Church, or anywhere else, if it tries to be popular by 
compromising with the world. 


Third Speaker: 


We have seen the thing of first importance in the 
(Cont. on p. 19) 
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CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


April: . . . Victory Over Death 
I Corinthians 15 


Christ, the “Unifying Center of Victory over Death” 
is the study before us, based on the 15th Chapter of I 
Corinthians. The theme of “Victory over Death” is, 
in a very real sense, the heart of the Gospel. This 
is what Christ Jesus came to do: deliver us from death. 
And the death that He delivers us from is that total, 
overall experience of being separated from God, both 
in this life and in the life to come. 


Death, you know, must be understood both physically 
and spiritually. Just as a person has a body and a 
spirit, so death will come to him physically and spirit- 
ually. Spiritually speaking, death is the state of being 
separated from God, the giver of life. Anyone who 
is not related to God is even then in a condition or 
state of death: “the soul (man) that sinneth it shall 
die.” The wages of sin is death and because of our 
sinful conduct we already have come into a state of 
death. 


JESUS CAME TO CONQUER DEATH 


Now it is because we were dead in trespasses and 
sins, as Paul writes, that the Lord Jesus Christ came 
to us. Christ came to raise the dead and in our Scrip- 
ture lesson this truth is especially set forth. 


I Cor. 15 opens with an outline of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which is related to deliverance from 
death: “I delivered unto you first of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures; and that He was buried; and 
that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures; and that He was seen... .” 


Now the four things mentioned in these verses are 
the essence of the Gospel facts: 1) Christ died for us 
according to the Scriptures; 2) He was buried; 3) He 
was raised from the dead according to the Scriptures; 
4) He was seen, which is to say that He actually lives 
and is now living. These historic facts are the founda- 
tion of the Gospel: That Christ Jesus was born of God; 
that He suffered unto death; that He was buried; that 
He was raised from the dead and that He is coming 
again. 


THE GOSPEL A PATTERN OF 
OUR EXPERIENCE 


In the Gospel outline of the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, there is a pattern of our experience in Him. 
Born of God, we are born of the Word (I Pet. 1:23). 





or 


WORK, ¢ 


Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 


That experience is very similar to what happened at 
the time of the Virgin Birth of the Lord Jesus. He 
was born of God. We are born of God (read John 1: 
12, 13). When we think of His birth it dawns on us 
that He, too, was “born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” In 
a comparable way, even as the Holy Spirit came upon 
the body of Mary and that Holy Thing born of her 
was called the Child of God, so the Holy Spirit comes 
over us and generates in us the new life that is in 
Christ Jesus. 


Then, He “died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures.” That is, He suffered unto death. And suffer- 
ing unto death belongs to every Christian. Every 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ must “deny himself.” 
We are to “reckon ourselves dead, indeed, unto sin” 
(Rom. 6:11). “It is given unto you to suffer for His 
name’s sake” (Phil. 1:29). “If we suffer with Him, we 
shall also reign with Him” (II. Tim. 2:12). If we 
suffer not, neither shall we reign with Him. We suf- 
fer together with Him that we may be glorified to- 
gether with Him. In other words, an actual expe- 
rience of denying oneself — so that we reckon our- 
selves indeed to be dead (unresponsive) to sin — be- 
longs to Christian experience just as it happened to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Now the experience of being “buried” with Him 
is the sort of thing suggested by that Scripture: “Old 
things are passed away; behold all things are become 
new” (II Cor. 5:17). We don’t have the space to 
discuss it here, but this much is worth pondering: 
there are some things that a Christian should bury; 
things about ourselves that we need to count buried 
so that God may replace them with new things. 


Then, as He was raised from the dead the third day, 
according to the Scriptures, so we, in our experience 
of Him, are raised from our dead spirits that we may 
walk in a new life! I mentioned earlier that man is 
both body and spirit and we think of him as being 
both human and spiritual. Just as the flesh can die so 
the spirit can die. And in the same way, just as the 
spirit can be raised from the dead, so the flesh can be 
raised from the dead. 


In human experience, the physical came first: we 
were born in the flesh and then we received the Spirit 
from God. In spiritual experience, the spiritual comes 
first: we are born again in the Spirit, and then we are 
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raised from the dead in the flesh. Just as the Lord 
Jesus was seen and is coming again, so we shall be seen. 
We shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye at 
the last trumpet, “for the trumpet shall sound and we 
shall be raised incorruptible” and we shall be “caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air.” 


THE VICTORY OF THE RESURRECTION 


For our present study, the point of interest is the 
resurrection itself, especially the resurrection of the 
body. In the chapter before us, Paul argues for the 
resurrection: “Now if Christ be preached that He 
rose from the dead, how say some among you that there 
is no resurrection of the dead?” He is speaking of 
a physical rising from the dead. “But if there be no 
resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And 
if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain 
and your faith is also vain...” (15:12-19). 


In these verses the emphasis is upon the resurrection 
of the body of the Lord Jesus. Paul says that if His body 
was not raised then we cannot count on being raised. 
And if we cannot count on being raised our faith is 
utterly empty. This idea is worth getting hold of. 
What is the significance of the resurrection? Is it that 
after living in this world we shall live again? Not 
entirely. ‘There is a living again and there is a resur- 
rection from the dead. 


Now being raised from the dead is not a matter of 
being returned to a previous existence, of coming back 
to the life we lived when we were here. That’s the 
experience Lazarus had, but Lazarus’ return from the 
dead in the days of our Lord’s earthly life was not 
his resurrection, for Lazarus died again. After the 
resurrection, we shall never die. 


But let us look at Paul's argument in this chapter. 
He is saying that God’s promises are just as sure as 
history. If the Lord Jesus rose, we can believe the 
promise that we shall rise. But if the Lord Jesus did 
not rise, then we have no reason to expect to rise 
either. If God could not raise the body of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, then He cannot change our hearts, 
because our hearts are going to be changed by the 
power which He exercised when He raised Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 


The resurrection is the only “symbol” of the Gospel 
given in the Bible. The only “sign” that the Lord 
Jesus would allow was the sign of His resurrection 
after three days. And that is because there is some- 
thing about that event so suggestive that it deserves 
to be counted as the one significant “illustration” of 
spiriual experience. The one outstanding truth of 
God in the Gospel is the truth that God can raise the 





dead. And our faith — our confident expectation — 
is that God will raise us up. 


When I am yielded unto God, the power ot God, 
working in me, raises me up to do His will. I am 
generated anew: “re-generated.” Begotten again. This 
is my hope: to be born again, raised up from the dead 
to walk in newness of life. This wonderful thing I 
could not expect if God couldn’t raise the dead. I 
still couldn't expect it if God did not raise the Lord 
Jesus. 


The point I am making can be reversed: Because 
God raised the Lord Jesus and we know He did, we 
can confidently believe that He will also raise us up 
into newness of life. And we also can confidently be- 
lieve that He will raise our bodies one day. 


THE RESURRECTION A MATTER OF COURSE 


As a child of Adam, each man dies as a matter of 
course. This is not something to be decided on an 
individual basis. No child is born into the world, 
then judged and allowed to die. The time of death 
may be uncertain, but the certainty of death is there. 


As a believer in Jesus Christ the second Man, the 
Lord from Heaven, each child of God is raised from 
the dead, also as a matter of course. Again, this is 
not something to be decided on an individual basis. 
A Christian is not a person who begins living in faith, 
after which he achieves a degree of virtue sufficiently 
great for God to raise him. We don’t have any ex- 
aminations to pass as children of God. If we are in 
Christ at all the resurrection from the dead by the 
power of God belongs to us in the same way in which, 
being a child of Adam, dying falls to us. Believe 
that. If you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ you are 
going to be raised from the dead. 


THE NATURE OF THE RESURRECTED BODY 


From verse 35 on there follows an interesting dis- 
cussion of the nature of the resurrection. In this sec- 
tion Paul compares death and resurrection with the 
process of sowing a seed into the ground in order that 
a plant may come up. The farmer takes a kernel of 
corn and plants it in the ground. What he puts into 
the ground is a small, round, yellow seed. What 
grows out of the ground is a stalk four to seven feet 
high. But the farmer did not plant a stalk four to 
seven feet high. He planted a small, yellow kernel. 


This illustration — Paul writes — speaks of the 
resurrection. “All flesh is not the same flesh“ (v. 39). 
That is, just because you use the word “flesh” is not 
to say that you always intend to mean the same thing. 
“There are celestial bodies and bodies terrestrial” 
(v. 40). The word “celestial” means heavenly; “ter- 
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restrial” means earthly. This is a way of saying that 
there are heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies. 


The body that is laid in the grave is not the same 
body that shall come forth at the resurrection. The 
earthly body has the disposition to disintegrate. The 
one that shall be raised from the dead will not disinte- 
grate. It isn’t the same “substance.” As the Apostle 
says, “It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It 
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power” (v. 43). 


Paul is arguing that the new body will be different 
from the old body that went into the grave. And this 
is further suggestive of Christian experience. For I 
come to the Lord a human being, give myself to Him 
a human being, submit my will to His will a human 
being. But He works in me by His Grace and what 
results is not human, it is a child of God. And just 
as the new body that is raised from the dead will be 
different from the old body put into the grave, so the 
new creature in Christ Jesus is a different creature 
from the old man that came to the Lord Jesus Christ 
seeking renewal. 


In verse 47 Paul writes, “The first man is of the 
earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven 
. . . And as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.” He 
means to say that in our human nature we are like our 
parents and our neighbors. In our new nature we are 
as like the Lord as God Himself works out in us. No 
human being, as flesh and blood, can ever achieve 
that relationship with God that you call the “Kingdom 
of God.” As the Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Ex- 
cept a man be born again he cannot enter the King- 
dom of God” (John 3.3). This reference is to the 
new birth of the spirit. In the resurrection the new 
birth which has taken place in the spirit is followed 
by the “new birth” of the body. 


There is no indication in Scripture that when we 
are raised from the dead we will be identical in “sub- 
stance” and appearance as before. Fanny Crosby was 
born blind. But Fanny Crosby will not be blind in the 
resurrection. Our bodies will be the same bodies but the 
“substance” of our bodies won’t be the same. In the first 
place they won’t be marked by pain, suffering, and 
disease. This body can suffer pain; that body cannot: 
That is why it says that there is no pain there. This 
body can hurt; that body cannot: Nothing that hurts or 
destroys can enter into His Holy mountain. That 
body will know no sorrow, no suffering. There will 
be no night there and no separation. 


VICTORY OVER DEATH BEGINS HERE 


While the promises of the future are bright with 
hope, the promises of the present are almost equally 
bright. For our victory over death does not await the 
resurrection. It begins here and now. We Christian 
people have already been born anew in the Spirit and 
we should expect life to become different as the days 
go by. It may be that we have always exhibited cer- 
tain tendencies in our lives, but it doesn’t follow that 
we are always going to be as we have been. The 
power of God that can assuredly raise the dead has 
already raised us from spiritual death into the newness 
of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that “as we have 


borne the image of the earthy, so we shall bear the 
image of the heavenly.” 


Believe this: by the Grace of God, through the 
Holy Spirit, on account of the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
are actually going to change as the days go by. God 
is going to make you like Himself. Godliness will 
come to you, not as the result of your own efforts but 
as God works in you to be willing to do His good 
pleasure. This He will accomplish in the very way 
in which He raised the body of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. This is the Christian’s great Hope. In it, as 
in all, Christ is the unifying center. 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Co- 
lumbia Seminary. This study is also available on 
tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 8395, 
Station F., Atlanta 6, Ga. Ask for No. 243. (4 
Lessons on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 
ce fF eee $9.00 
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YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 15 

battle against juvenile delinquency is to present the 
need of salvation and the Christ who saves. Next, 
there must be a demand for the kind of living which 
is consistent with so great a salvation. There is one 
more thing which the Church ought to do for its 
young people. The Church ought to provide whole- 
some activities for its young people. This is not to 
suggest that the Church ought to go into the recrea- 
tion and entertainment business. We have already 
been reminded that the Church has no call to try to 
compete with the world in order to make itself pop- 
ular. Here is the point: if the Church holds before 
its young people the ideals of the Christian life, the 
Church ought to provide areas and opportunities for 
living that kind of life. For instance, if the Church 
says that young people ought to share in the work 
and worship of the Church, then opportunities for 
work and worship by young people ought to be pro- 
vided. The Church ought also to provide opportunities 
for social contact among its young people. In this way 
young people will come to know that the best times 
are times of wholesome fun with Christian friends. 





Program Leader: 


Surely we all will agree that if every church took 
these three responsibilities seriously, the impact on 
juvenile delinquency would be tremendous. Let us 
now examine our own church specifically; (Allow time 
for the discussion of these questions and of any others 
which may come to mind). 


1. Does our church really confront its young people 
with the claims of the Gospel, showing them 
clearly what it means to be lost and how to be 
saved? 

2. Does our church take a strong stand on moral 
matters, such as drinking, gambling, worldly 
amusements, etc.? 

3. Does our church provide adequate activities for 
its young people? 

4. What are some of the improvements which can 
be made in our church’s. ministry to its young 
people, and how can they be brought about? 


Closing prayer. 





JHE CHURCH AY HOTTIE 


NEW SECRETARY OF 
WOMEN’S WORK 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — Miss 
Evelyn L. Green of Atlanta, director 
of the Program Department of the 
Board of Women’s Work, has accepted 
the post of Executive Secretary of 
the Board for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Announcement of Miss Green’s ac- 
ceptance was made Feb. 15 by the 
Chairman of the Board, Mrs. Morrell 
DeReign of Carruthersville, Mo. Miss 






MISS EVELYN GREEN 








Green, who will assume her new duties 


on April 1, 1960, succeeds to the 
post left vacant upon the death in 
April, 1959, of Mrs. Leighton M. 
McCutchen. 


Like her predecessor in the position, 
Miss Green is a native of Texas. She 
is the daughter of the late Dr. and 
Mrs. John Leighton Green, who served 
churches in Arkansas and Texas. A 
graduate of TCU and of the Assem- 
bly’s Training School, Miss Green has 
been a D.C.E., an area worker in 
Christian Education, and a president 
of the Directors of Christian Educa- 
tion Association. 





FOUR CHAPLAINS AWARD 


UNION, S. C. — (PN) — The Rev. 
Robert G. Balnicky, pastor of the Mc- 
Cutchen Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Union, and Aumonier National (na- 
tional chaplain) of the 40 and 8, was 
presented the Four Chaplains Award 
in mid-February in Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Award, presented by Walter 
H. White, chaplain-in-charge at the 
Chapel of Four Chaplains in Phila- 
delphia, honors the four heroic chap- 
lains who lost their lives when the 
USS Dorchester sank off Greenland 
in World War II. 


The Award was presented to Chap- 
lain Balnicky in recognition of his 
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“loyal and extensive presentation of 
the tradition of the Four Chaplains 
in various parts of the nation and 
especially in South Carolina”; and for 
his “outstanding service to all people, 
regardless of race or faith.” 





T. V. S. S. LESSONS 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — A new 
television Sunday School of the Air, 
to begin in October, 1960, has been 
approved by the Permanent Commit- 
tee on Television, Radio and Audio- 
Visuals (TRAV) of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Meeting in the Prot- 
estant Radio and Television Center, 
Atlanta, TRAV also approved launch- 
ing a program of experimentation and 
preparation of several types of radio 
and TV “spots” to fill the widely-ex- 
pressed needs of broadcasting stations. 


The new TV Sunday School of the 
Air will be a companion program to 
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the Sunday School of the Air for 
Radio, begun in October, 1959. 





AUSTIN SEMINARY LECTURES 


AUSTIN, Tex. (Special) The 16th 
annual lecture series, Feb. 1-6, brought 
to Austin Seminary an enthusiastic 
gathering of some 250 guests from sev- 
eral states. Lecturers included Dr. 
Ganse Little, Pasadena, Dr. James 
Hastings Nichols, of the Chicago Fed- 
erated Faculty and Dr. Charles L. 
King of the Houston First Church. 


Dr. Little’s general subject was “The 
Right to Teach” in the sense of the 
Church’s authority to teach. Dealing 
with problems of communication, of 
Scriptural and sacramental authority 
as well as of the popular emphases on 
koinonia and diakonia, Dr. Little alter- 
nately stimulated and shocked his audi- 
ence with views critical, novel and 
sometimes curious. 


Following the modern identification 
of man and message, Dr. Little de- 
elared that communication with is 
both preliminary and basic to com- 
munication of. He often rejected the 
notion of the infallibility of the Bi- 
ble, although he declared that the 
Scriptures are indubitably true and 
dependable. Memorable references in- 
cluded the assertion that God created 
the race, not the individual, in His 
image; that the Church does not 
exist to add members; that in the ad- 
ministration of the Supper the preach- 
er is a pastor rather than a teacher 
(Calvin saw it the other way around) ; 
that the Sacraments are exhibits A and 
B of God’s pastoral care (suggesting 
Sanctification but not Regeneration) ; 
that something is lost when baptism 
is administered by sprinkling, for go- 
ing into the water with a person sug- 
gests a “deep involvement with peo- 
ple”. In short, Dr. Little’s contribu- 
tion was of dubious value. 


Dr. Nichols brought an interesting 
summary of a little-known school of 
theology, of the past century, that of 
Mercersburg, associated with the Ger- 
man Reformed Seminary located about 
1840 in Mercersburg, Pa. Represent- 
ed in such men as J. W. Nevin and 
Philip Schaff, the Mercersburg the- 
ology is usually recognized as the 
first to think of Christianity as 
wholly Christo-centric in the sense that 
systems of theology are thought to be 
passing while the on-going Christ pro- 
vides the central vitality in the 
Church’s theology in every age. 





Dr. King held his audience spell- 
bound with practical and inspiring ad- 
dresses on the complex task of the 
ministry in respect to such practical 
matters as the conduct of public 
prayers, the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper, the reading of the 
Seriptures, as well as preaching and 
pastoral obligations. Out of a long 
and successful pastorate, Dr. King 
spoke helpfully in exhortation, ap- 
praisal and counsel. 





PRESBYTERY MEETINGS 


McRAE, Ga. — Savannah Presby- 
tery, meeting here in Stated Session 
on Jan. 26th, elected the Rev. Clar- 
ence G. Durham Moderator, adopted 
a new Manual with Standing Rules 
and heard statistical reports reflect- 
ing progress during the preceding 
year. The next meeting of the Pres- 
bytery, in Adjournment, will be in the 
Bona Bella church, Savannah, April 19. 

—L. A. Beckman, Jr., S. C. 





STAUNTON, Va. — (PN) — Lex- 
ington Presbytery, in its 362nd Stated 
session, approved the organization of 
a new Presbyterian church and took 
a definite stand on the control of ob- 
scenity in the state of Virginia. 


In answer to a petition signed by 
108 persons in the western section of 
Staunton, Presbytery approved the 
organization of the Bethany Presby- 
terian Church in that area and as- 
signed a commission to organize the 
church in February. 


The Virginia Legislature, at the 
time, had a bill before it to strengthen 
the state laws concerning the control 
of obscene literature. Presbytery ap- 


proved an overture on the part of the 
Orange Presbyterian Church session 
to commend the sponsors of the bill 
and express its support. 


The Rev. W. N. Clark of Staunton 
Third Presbyterian Church was elect- 
ed moderator. The Rev. R. R. Potter 
of Staunton First Presbyterian Church 
was named moderator in nomination. 





BENEVOLENCES REACH 
ALL-TIME HIGH 


DALLAS, Texas—Northeast Texas 
Presbytery has become the first in the 
history of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. §., to give more than one million 
dollars to benevolences in a single 
year. 


The Presbytery’s report to General 
Assembly shows contributions to total 
benevolences during 1959 of $1,119,- 
982. This is an increase of $123,707 
over 1958. 





Invest 


in lives Wa 
and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 





6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
a Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 








The Lord Is Blessing Our Work In Israel 


The need for expansion is tremendous. 
We are looking to the Lord in prayer and 
plead that you join us. 


Help Us Keep Them Smiling 


Orphanage in Haifa. 
the “extension” 


The Easter season is one of great im- 
portance to the children of our BETH-EL 


already purchased but 


until fully paid for or equipped will not 
permit the admittance of more children. 


Dr. Rosenberg, 
comforting one of our boys » 


Bulletin free on request. Kindly send donations to Headquarters: 


House for 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, Inc. 


252 North Dillon Street 


Dept. SP 


Les Angeles 26, California 





PAGE 20 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MARCH 9, 1960 



























Total giving to all causes im the 
Presbytery is listed as $3,456,560 in 
1959. This is equivalent to $102.44 
for each of the 28,699 communicants 
in the Presbytery. 

Northeast Texas is among the larger 
presbyteries in the denomination, but 
it is not the largest. Mecklenburg 
(North Carolina) and Atlanta (Geor- 
gia) both were several thousands of 
communicants larger than Northeast 
Texas at the end of 1958. 


Of Northeast Texas Presbytery’s 
benevolence total, $551,764 went to 
budgeted benevolences and $568,218 
to non-budgeted causes. Current ex- 
penses—the amount used by the local 
churches—were $1,742,954. Building 
funds received $593,623. 


The Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., stated 
clerk of the Presbytery, said that sev- 
eral large gifts were made direct and 
were not included by the churches in 
the figures reported to General Assem- 
bly. He mentioned one such gift of 
$50,000. 


Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
in Dallas led all the churches in total 
contributions with $423,826. Of this 
amount, $152,492 was for  benev- 
olences, $226,902 for current expenses, 
and $42,432 for building. Highland 
Park, with 5,257 communicants, has 
the largest congregation in the de- 
nomination. 


Highest in per capita giving in the 
Presbytery was Churchill Way Pres- 
byterian Church in Dallas, whose 272 
communicants contributed $310.51 
each. 





CHURCH BUILDING 
AND IMPROVEMENT 


MIAMI, Fla. — (PN) — Ground 
was broken to begin construction of 
the first unit of Alta Vista Presby- 
terian Church’s new plant here the 
first Sunday in February. 


A feature of the building will be 
wrought-iron art work depicting re- 
ligious scenes which will be seen 
through transluscent panels in the 
front of the building. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


Paul’s words of encouragement 
sustain the same theme: ‘What shall 
we then say to these things? If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” 
Romans 8:31. 


It is the Christian’s privilege to 
cast all his care on his Lord, for He 
eareth for him. 


—L. N. B. 






THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS, an unchang- 
ing rock in a fast-changing world, is 
the theme of this year’s brand new 
VBS course from Standard. Interprets 
Christ’s words in today’s language, 
teaches girls and boys that His word 
and other Biblical teachings are as 
vital to living today as they have been 
throughout the centuries. Consists of 


Plan Early ... Plan Well 


FREE PLANBOOK is your first step in mapping your 
course. This colorful booklet presents the entire new 
VBS program for 1960. Request yours today. FREE! 
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grade), plus publicity helps, certificates, buttons, 
song book, and Planbook. Order now, get an 
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20 minutes. Order #9489...... $5.00. 

(Rental $2; reserve date now.) 


early start! 











Teachings 





of Jesus 
ten lessons, specially graded for five 
age groups, Nursery through Teen- 
age. Includes teachers’ manuals, 
pupils’ workbooks, director’s manual, 
for complete, well-balanced, inspira- 
tional study. Low cost to fit your 


budget. Complete creative activity 
materials are available. 
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C] Free Planbook 


(} Introductory Kit containing all material described above, $3.75 
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FOR YOUR EASTER READING 


THE PATHWAY TO THE CROSS, 
by Ralph G. Turnbull. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. 127 pp. $2.00. 


MESSAGES ON THE RESURREC- 
TION, by Herschell H. Hobbs. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids. 87 pp. 
$1.75. 


CULTURE AND THE CROSS, by 
G. Hall Todd. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. 111 pp. $2.00. 


CALVARY TO PENTECOST, by F. 
B. Meyer. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids. 99 pp. $1.75. 


THE PATHWAY TO THE CROSS 
contains ten sermons from the pen of 
the pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Seattle, Washington. Dr. 
Turnbull is a specialist in the field 
of preaching. He served as professor 
of homiletics in Western Theological 
Seminary of Pittsburgh, prior to his 
present pastorate. For a number of 
years the author has made substantial 
contributions to sermonic literature. 
This recent volume is one of his best. 
He deals primarily with the person, 
life, ministry, death, resurrection and 
ascension of Christ. 


The death of Christ on the cross, 
observes Dr. Turnbull, is to be seen 
as something not confined to time in 
history but that which had its origin 
in the eternal. The pathway to the 
cross, he maintains, has in it some- 
thing transcendent. Only as we under- 
stand this idea, the author insists, can 
we understand the depths of Christ’s 
pregnant sayings relating to His death. 


Dr. Turnbull has a style that is 
easy to follow and understand. His 
theological perception is acute and 
sound. This volume has real merit 
and should be helpful to ministers in 
preparing messages preparatory to 
Easter and for Easter. 


The MESSAGES ON THE RESUR- 
RECTION by Dr. Hobbs is a skilful 
exposition of the 15th chapter of I 
Corinthians. The author invites his 
readers to think of this chapter in 
terms of Paul as an advocate or at- 
torney for the Christian cause. He 
counsels, “You can best understand I 
Corinthians 15 if you imagine your- 


self in a courtroom where a trial by 
jury is in progress. The judge on the 
bench is God. The prisoner before 
the bar is your immortal soul. In the 
jury box sit the minds and hearts 
of those who must decide the issue. 
The plaintiffs in the case are those 
who, having been philosophically 
taught, deny the bodily resurrection. 
The prosecuting attorneys are Greek 
philosophers who either deny the im- 
mortality of the soul or else insist 
that in eternity the souls of men are 
disembodied spirits. The attorney for 
the defense is the Apostle Paul. In a 
very real sense Paul presents his case 
in the first 11 verses. Then he cites 
the law bearing upon the case in 
question and then he recites the events 
which occurred in fulfillment of the 
law. Next he summons. witnesses 
whose testimony corroborates’ the 
truth of the events. Finally he ap- 
plies a mass of evidence and testi- 
mony in the realm of human exper- 
ience. There he rests his case.” 


The seven chapters in this book 
represent expository preaching that 
challenges the reader. Step by step 
we are led to see the strength of the 
Christian faith based on the resurrec- 
tion. The climax is reached when 
the author shows us that through the 
resurrection of Christ He gives us 
the earnest of our own resurrection. 


CULTURE AND THE CROSS by 
Dr. G. Hall Todd presents ten sermons 
dealing with the closing events in the 
life of Christ with special attention 
to His death on the cross and resur- 
rection from the grave. Each of 
these messages may be classified as 
what was once called “Gospel ser- 
mons”. They are strong in Gospel 
insights, warm in evangelistic fervor, 
and devotional in spirit. 


CALVARY TO PENTECOST by F. 
B. Meyer is a reprint. This volume 
was first published in the F. B. Meyer’s 
Christian Life Series. It is a devo- 
tional gem of the highest order. There 
is still a freshness and relevance in 
these ten messages that center around 
the wondrous cross, the glorious resur- 
rection, and the triumphant ascension. 
The last chapter called “The Supreme 
Gift of the Ascension” deals with 
Pentecost. With cogency and lucidity 
the author shows that one main end 
in the gift of Pentecost was to equip 
the church for the work of evangeliz- 
ing the world. He points out that 
Christ did not attempt His public 
ministry until He was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and that He forbad His 


disciples undertaking their work in 
the church until they had received 
their Pentecostal equipment. The 
presence of the Holy Spirit is per- 
petually associated with power, the 
power that Christians need to do 
the Lord’s work. 


These four volumes under review 
give us splendid examples of evan- 
gelical preaching of high quality. These 
messages are all based on Biblical 
authority and therefore serve as means 
of grace to the souls of all who read 
them with desire to know more about 
Christ and what He has done for us. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE WORD FOR THIS CEN- 
TURY, ed. by Merrill C. Tenney, Ox- 
ford Univ. Press, New York, 184 pp. 
$4.00. 


This little volume is issued on the 
centennial anniversary of Wheaton 
College as a testimony to its historic 
faith. As such it is quite adequate. 
Eight contributors, most of them well- 
known evangelicals, write under chap- 
ter headings which follow a brief sum- 
mary of faith. Probably the only em- 
phasis some evangelicals would take 
issue with is the premillenial position 
expounded by President Walvoord of 
Dallas Seminary. 


The chapters contribute more than 
a familiar re-statement. Kenneth Kant- 
zer writes with excellent perception 
on “The Authority Of The Bible’. 
The outstanding chapter is written by 
Professor Glenn Barker of Gordon Di- 
vinity School, entitled “The Church 
of God’. Independent evangelical 
schools rarely these days come so 
finely to grips with the covenant 
aspect of the church and its Old Testa- 
ment antecedents and _ continuity. 
The church is defined as a “redeemed 
community” reconstituted under the 
new covenant by the ascension of 
Christ and the coming of the Spirit. 


This fine statement is likely to be 
passed by, unfortunately, since the 
book is definitely over-priced. 


—Rev. Dwight H. Small 
Warren Park Church 
Cicero, Ill. 





RESIDUE OF DAYS, by Hugh Red- 
wood. The Macmillan Co., New York. 
127 pp. $2.25. 


Hugh Redwood, British journalist 
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and evangelist, pauses in the 74th year 
of his life to write an account of those 
experiences which have been most 
meaningful to him. The experiences 
are given in the form of a confession 
of faith. These reminiscences of his 
life as a writer, as a worker in the 
slums, as a Christian, serve to under- 
line his enthusiasm and devotion. 


Little by little, as Redwood wrote 
this book, he began to behold in his 
life a continuity greater than he had 
previously admitted — the continuity 
of the love and faithfulness of Christ. 


In this volume we see the veteran 
journalist saying farewell to this world 
but cheered as he thinks of his de- 
parture from this life as homecoming. 
Thus he says, “Faith comes full circle 
in Christ its author and finisher.’”’ We 
are grateful for this Christian lay- 
man who has stated so clearly what he 
believes and why he believes it. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





COMMENTARY ON THE ACTS OF 
THE APOSTLES, by J. A. Alexander. 
Zondervan Reprint Classic. 960 pp., 
$12.95. 


This addition to the popular “Classic 
Commentary Library” series will be 
welcomed by Christian pastors and 
Sunday School teachers and students 
everywhere. The author places the 
English reader as nearly as possible on 
the same footing with the student of 
the Greek text. 


Each verse of the Acts is fully ex- 
plained grammatically, historically, and 
practically, from a _ thorough-going 
conservative point of view. This re- 
viewer’s own Church School teachers 
in the Adult Department have been 
using this volume extensively and 








“I'M GOING TO SLIP OUT... HE'S PREACHED 
TWELVE MINUTES OVERTIME NOW? 





with great satisfaction in teaching the 
Uniform Lessons on Acts. The Bi- 
ble-believing Christian will be thankful 
for such a complete and dependable 
work. 


No pastor’s or church’s library 
would seem complete without this 
volume — certainly among the best 


standard works on the Acts available 
today. 


—(Rev.) Newton P. Cox, Jr. 
Marion, Ala. 





EVOLUTION AND CHRISTIAN 
THOUGHT TODAY, ed. by Russell L. 
Mixter. Wm. Eerdmans, Co., Grand 
Rapids. 240 pp. $4.50. 


Here thirteen authors offer us elev- 
en chapters on evolution from a Chris- 
tian point of view. This is not a pop- 
ular book; much less a rabble rousing 
book, as some non-Christians might 
unknowingly suppose. On the con- 
trary, it is rather technical. The au- 
thors are practicing scientists (with 
one exception). They are chairmen 
of departments, professors of zoology, 
chemistry, genetics, a research radio- 
chemist at Oak Ridge, and an assistant 
director of a genetics Institute. 


Some of the chapter headings are: 
The Origin of the Universe, The Or- 
igin of Life, Genetics, The Role of 
Hybridization in Evolution, and a very 
fine chapter on Fossils and their Oc- 
curence. 


Because of the immense amount of 
detail crowded into these essays, it 
is impossible to summarize them. To 
those who have done some studying 
on the problems, it will not be a sur- 
prise to find the authors disagreeing 
among themselves on several points. 
For example, one writer thinks that 
science must be mechanistic; another, 
does not. This disagreement occurs 
of course among non-Christian scien- 
tists too. The final, well-documented 
article is by theologian Carl Henry, 
who has a facility for tying loose ends 
together. 


The editor, .Dr. Mixter, and the 
American Scientific Affiliation are to 
be congratulated for preparing this 
volume, which can serve to inform 
the public, both Christian and other- 
wise, of how technical science and 
Christianity mix. 


—Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 
Butler University 
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MINISTERS 


Robert Glover Shoemaker, from 
Tuscumbia, Ala., to Box 813, Gads- 
den, Ala., Assistant Pastor of First 
church. 

Henry Edward Morren, from Bay 
St. Louis, Miss., to the Westminster 
church, Hattiesburg, Miss. 


Earl B. Wiggins, from Natchitoches, 
La., to the Highland church, West 
Monroe, La. 
Robert S. Owens, Jr., from Louis- 
ville, Ky. to the Graham Memorial 
church, Whitesburg, Ky. 
Lawrence Avant, from Alexandria, 
Va., to the Crestwood church, High 
Point, N. C. 
F. E. Manning, from Clifton, S. C., 
to the Zion church, Helvetia, W. Va. 
Thomas Q. Johnston from Macon, 
Miss., to the Bethel and St. Paul 
churches, Northport, Ala. 
Charles Harrison Hamilton, Jr., 
from Woodward, Okla., to the Cen- 
tral Church, Little Rock, Ark. 
Walter W. White, from South 
Carleston, W. Va., to the Beverly 
Hills church, Huntington, W. Va. 
Charles E. Parrish, from Fuquay 
Springs, N. C., to the Sardis church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 
James B. Brown, who has finished 
his tour of duty as a military chap- 
lain, has begun graduate study in 
Germany. 
John M. Coffin, from Nashville, 
Tenn., to the Westlake Hills church, 
Austin, Texas. 
Donald W. Davidson, from Sikeston, 
Mo., to the First Church, Osceola, 
Ark. 
Eugene B. Davis, (Chapl.) has been 
transferred from Kenansville, N. C., 
to the 2nd ITR, Camp Pendleton, 
Calif. 
Perry P. Dawson, from Angleton, 
Texas, to the First Church, Pleasan- 
ton, Texas. 
Robert A. Dickey, from Lockhart, 
Texas, to the First Church, Texar- 
kana, Texas. 

DEATHS 
Cameron D. Deans, Gen. Mer. of 
Presbyterian publications, died Feb. 
23 of a heart attack in Hot Springs, 
Va., while at a meeting of Protest- 
ant Church-owned Publishers Assn. 
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Henry Wade Dubose, retired presi- 
dent of the School for Christian 
Education, died after an extended 
illness in Sweetbriar, Va., Feb. 11. 
Prior to assuming the presidency of 
ATS, Dr. Dubose held pastorates 
in Kentucky, Alabama, Virginia, 
South Carolina and Texas. His 
little book, “We Believe” has just 
been re-issued by John Knox Press. 


Thomas Adair Painter, former pas- 
tor of the Swannanoa, N. C. church, 
died Feb. 14, after an illness of 
several months. One of the leaders 
of Asheville Presbytery for many 
years, Dr. Painter also was one of 
the original incorporators of the 
(then) Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal and a member of its Board until 
health forced his retirement. He 
was faithful in the Lord’s service. 


William E. Cherry, lay manager of 
the Periodical and Service depart- 
ments of the Board of Education 
and John Knox Press, died in Rich- 
mond, Va., Feb. 15, after an ex- 
tended illness. 


Henry Graybill Bedinger, former 
president of Flora Macdonald Col- 
lege, died in Florence, S. C., Jan. 
29. He had recently retired as 
pastor of the Pineville, N. C. church 
to which he came in 1958. 





LETTERS 


WORK TO BUILD UP 
NOT TEAR DOWN 


Being a conservative and a regular 
subscriber to the Journal, living in one 
of the most conservative sections of 
our Church and agreeing with the ed- 
itorship of the Journal on almost every 
issue, I wish to make a suggestion to 
those, particularly in my area, who 
are conservative and who wish to see 
a more Biblical-centered program in 
our Church. 


It is my observation that in some 
circles it is the custom to criticize 
practically everything which bears the 
name Presbyterian simply because we 
do not agree with certain policies of 
the Church. Now I must confess that 
I do not agree with everything I see 
in print by our boards and agencies. 
In fact, sometimes I violently disagree. 
And I, like so many others, have be- 
come discouraged over the situation 
as it seems to be today. 





But what are we doing when we be- 
come discouraged? I think we are 
doing too much of the following: we 
criticize until we sound like downright 
pagans; we engage in “picking to 
pieces” everything we hear to see 
whether or not it smacks of Com- 
munism, integration, liberalism, and 
what have you; we find other boards 
and agencies to support with our gifts 
and prayers; we cease praying for 
our own Church officials and mission- 
aries; in short, by our actions, we sig- 
nify that there is no hope for those 
with whom we disagree. By our ac- 
tions, we consign them to the realm 
of indifference, and we conclude that 
it is hopeless to pray for them. And 
sometimes, we develop a sort of self- 
righteous attitude, I fear. 


Now my suggestion is this. For 
example, if I do not agree with cer- 
tain policies in the Church to which 
I belong, Why do I not pray for these 
things to be reversed? If I do not 
think certain people believe as they 
should, why do I not pray for them to 
be enlightened by the Holy Spirit? If 
I am not sure that some minister or 
church official is as spiritual as he 
should be, why do I not commend him 
to the Lord in prayer? If I feel that 
the Church is dead, why do I not pray 
that the Holy Spirit may enliven it? 


Listen to the prophet Isaiah: “Be- 
hold the Lord’s hand is not shortened 
that it cannot save; neither His ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear... .” (Isa. 
59:1). 


—A Mississippi Subscriber 
Amen !—Ed. 





WE ARE IMPROVING 
SLIGHTLY 


Thank you for printing the dates of 
the Sunday School lessons, etc., on 
the front cover. That helps so much. 
Guess we’re lazier than I realized! 
And the material for the Circle Study: 
I’d be lost without that help. 

—Mrs. Graham Rice 
Blair, S. C. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


I look forward to receiving my 
copies. I have taught Sunday School 
at the First Church here for 30 years 
and I do refer to many of your articles 
for my Junior Dept. 


—Mrs. Frank Woodard 
Bartow, Fla. 
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